NIH Biosketch after January 25, 2026
The new NIH Biosketch consists of two separate documents created in SciENcv: The Commons Form (used for biosketch and current and pending support; gathers basic information) and the NIH Biosketch Supplement (includes the Personal Statement, Contributions to Science, and Honors).
· NIH Instructions for Common Form
· NIH Instructions for Biosketch Supplement

NIH’s Implementation of Common Forms for Biographical Sketch and Current and Pending (Other) Support for Due Dates on or after January 25, 2026 (NOT-OD-26-018) has a comparison chart of the old biosketch and the new requirements (about half-way down the webpage). 
Primary changes include:
1) Personal Statement is now limited to 3,000 characters and is in the Supplement document. No citations are allowed.
2) Appointments and Positions: Must only identify appointments and positions outside of the primary organization for a period up to three years from the date the applicant submits the application to the agency for funding consideration.
3) Products: Products Most Closely Related to the Proposed Project appears in the Common Form and is limited to 5 citations. Also, up to 5 other significant products that highlight the senior/key person's Contributions to Science (see #4 below). 
4) Contributions to Science: Up to 5 narrative contributions to science with no citations allowed, but you may refer to products listed in the Other Significant Products section of your Biographical Sketch Common Form that are relevant to the contributions described in this section. Each entry is limited to up to 2,000 characters.
Steps to create the new biographical sketch 
1) Create an ORCID account. Applicants are required to have an ORCID account and link it with their eRA Commons profiles. If you do not link your ORCID iD to your eRA Commons account, you will not be able to submit the documents.
· Instructions for linking ERA and ORCID accounts.
2) Create/sign in to the Science Experts Network Curriculum Vitae (SciENcv) account. NIH recommends signing in to SciENcv with your ORCID account. If you do not link your ORCID iD to SciENcv, you will not be able to complete the documents. 
· Instructional video on linking ORCID and SciENcv
3) Accessing the Common Forms in SciENcv – Log in to SciENcv and select the “New Document” button. In the "Create a New Document" modal that appears, the "Document type" drop-down menu will include the two new forms. Select either form to create a new document using any of the listed data source options.
4) If you have already created documents in SciENcv, you can create an updated version of the Common Form by copying data over from an existing form. 
· In the “Create a New Document” modal, choose “Use an existing document” as an option. This will generate a dropdown displaying your list of existing documents to choose from.  By choosing this option, the data/information entered in your existing forms will be automatically copied over when creating your new NIH form(s).
Resources
· OVPRI webpage with guidance on using SciENcv and ORCID  
· NIH FAQ’s with details on creating needed documents 
· SciENcv Getting Started (including assigning delegates)
