Guidance on an NSF One-Pager

Purpose
A one-page project summary helps organize your ideas and allows NSF Program Officers (PO) to assess whether your research fits their program. POs may share your one-pager with other programs for feedback. They will help you find the right “home” for your ideas but will not provide detailed mentoring-level feedback.

When and How to Use
· Develop a one-pager to organize your thoughts. 
· Email to PO before submitting a proposal to get feedback on program fit. 
· If possible, set up a phone or Zoom meeting to discuss clarifying questions. 
· Find out if your interdisciplinary idea may fit another program better.

Preparation Before Writing
Review NSF relevant directorate and program webpages.
Read program solicitation carefully to make sure your project aligns with the scope of the program.

Format
Mirror the NSF Project Summary format: 
Brief Overview
Intellectual Merit
Broader Impacts (optional; may include in follow up with PO)

Content to Include
Overarching research question
Big picture of your research area and knowledge gaps
Tightly focused research questions or specific aims
Overview of planned approaches or experiments
Key preliminary data
Describe how your project aligns with program goals and solicitation requirements
Broader Impacts (if ready)

Additional Tips
Write clearly and avoid technical jargon
Keep background and experimental details to a minimum
Don’t waste space on general knowledge
One-pagers may spill into two pages if necessary
Visuals are optional but can be used if essential
Send to all relevant POs if considering multiple programs
Follow up if no response within two weeks

NSF One-Pager Template

Name, Organization Name, Email:
Target Program:
Potential Secondary Program(s):
Proposal Type: CAREER
Relevance to Program: 1–2 sentences on how your research fits program goals
Title: Running title

Project Summary (one paragraph per header below)

Brief Overview: 30,000-foot view of your project; tie specifics to broader theoretical context. No more than a quarter of your page.	Comment by Mara Fields: Maybe we suggest amount of space for this so folks don't do too much? Or include this quote from the NSF presentation"
Keep background information to a minimum, use most of the page to explain your hypotheses and your approach(es). "	Comment by Catherine Jarmin Miller: @Mara Fields I'm not entirely clear on what you want done here, but feel free to revise it according to your vision as to what is most helpful to the PI.

Intellectual Merit:
Big picture of research area
Knowledge gaps addressed
Hypotheses or research questions
Planned work
Key preliminary data

Broader Impacts (optional):
Potential societal benefits
Contribution to desired outcomes
