Letters of Recommendation – required for all applicants

The application requires two letters of recommendation. Letters of recommendation evaluate your professional work, including the abilities and expertise you bring to your project; your ability to adapt; the merits of the project; and, as applicable, your teaching or research effectiveness. You are encouraged to provide your recommenders with a copy of your project statement.

· Applicants must register their recommenders in the online application and are responsible for ensuring their letters are submitted by their recommenders via the online system by the application deadline. Recommenders cannot submit their letters outside the online system.
· Applicants can track the status of the letters of recommendations on their online application and can send reminders to recommenders to submit their letters of recommendations by the application deadline.
· Letters of recommendations can be submitted by your recommenders before or after you submit the application but must be submitted by the application deadline.
· All recommendation letters must be in English.

Who may serve as a recommender?

Letters should be from those who know you and your work well and can address the points below, as listed under the “For Recommenders” section:

· One letter should be from a colleague or supervisor at your current place of employment. If your institution or employer recently changed, one of the letters should be from someone at your previous institution or employer.
· One letter should be from a colleague within your discipline. This can be someone outside of your current place of employment and can include colleagues with whom you have collaborated on research in the last several years in the U.S. or abroad.
· If you have selected Teaching or Teaching/Research for your grant activity: One letter should be from an individual responsible for evaluating your teaching.
· If you are currently finishing your doctorate or other terminal degree: If you are applying before your final degree requirements are complete, one of your letters must come from your committee chair. Their letter should also address your degree progress and expected date of conferral. Note that your degree must be conferred prior to your grant start date. Additional documentation may be requested later.

Who cannot serve as a recommender?

· Relatives
· Representatives of U.S. Embassy posts or Fulbright Commissions in the country of application
· Representatives of the Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs (ECA) at the U.S. Department of State
· Representatives of the Institute of International Education, including CIES Advisory Board Members
· Anyone who serves as a recommender may not also provide the applicant with an invitation letter or foreign language evaluation.

For Recommenders

· Please see these instructions for those providing letters of recommendation.
· Anyone who serves as a recommender may not also provide the applicant with a language evaluation.
· Please retain an electronic copy of your submitted recommendation.

Format Requirements

· Up to 3 pages.
· On letterhead and signed (recommended).
· File type: Adobe PDF (recommended) or Word document.

DEADLINE

Letters of recommendation will be accepted through September 18, 2023.

Note that recommendations may arrive after you submit your application; applicants should submit all other materials by September 15, 2023.
